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took his right place in the history, 
particularly the history of the 
Bunker Hill.

Author Gene Procknow, who 

By Seth Daniel

Charlestown Pride Week is well 
underway by now with a host of 
cherished events already having 
been held and others about ready 
to go off.

No Parade week would be com-
plete without the Family Feud, 
which was last night (June 7) and 
figured to be bigger and better 
than ever thanks to the efforts of 
the Bunker Hill Associates.

As well, few would recognize 
that it was early June if there 
wasn’t a CHAD March as one of 
the kick-off events with the newer 
Touch-A-Truck event also break-
ing the Bunker Hill ice.

Naturally, few cherished tra-
ditions are as sentimental for 
the Town as the Edna Kelly Doll 
Carriage Parade, which goes off 
this Saturday morning, June 10.

But a new tradition is in the mix 
this year, and it comes from an 
idea that’s as old as the hills - the 
Bunker Hills that is.

Chief Marshal Robert Beckwith 
this week said, “Think wooden 
spoons and Hoodsie cups."

The new entry is the Chief 

Marshal’s Block Party, an idea 
created by Beckwith and sever-
al long-time friends and Townies 
who remembered how things were 
in the old days when the Parade 
happened on June 17 every year.

Typically having great weather, 
residents of Charlestown usually 
stopped everything to enjoy the 
community events and to catch up 
with neighbors. That, quite obvi-
ously, resulted in parties.

And growing up in the Town, 
Beckwith and others remembered 
so many Block Parties throughout 
the week coinciding with the Town 
Carnival.

So they figured, why not bring 
it back?

“Shortly after I was chosen as 
Chief Marshal, I was speaking 
with some long-time friends and 
we decided we need to give the 
Parade a shot in the arm, some-
thing new,” he said. “In days past, 
everyone made their plans around 
June 17. The Parade was para-
mount, but we had lots of neigh-
borhood parties and get-togethers. 
I grew up in the Projects like a lot 
of other people and the courtyards 
during Parade week always had 

Block Parties and everyone got 
together there. We starting think-
ing about that and figured why not 
bring back an old idea and make 
it new.”

Quickly, they realized it was 
going to be an expensive and 
time-consuming affair.

However, Beckwith reached 
out to John Tagliatela of the 
Associates, and to several business-
es and organizations in the Town 
to pitch the idea. Everyone bought 
in quickly, he said.

Funds were raised through sell-
ing T-Shirts, stickers and gathering 
donations from local business-
es. Everyone seemed to pitch in 
to support the effort, Beckwith 
said, including Teamsters Local 
25, State Rep. Dan Ryan and the 
Boston Firefighters’ Union.

Meanwhile, next to the 520 
Club that Beckwith manages, 
Chris Duffy donated his large, 
fenced in lot to host the party so 
that it could be contained and safe 
for the kids.

“We wanted everything to be 
free for the community and the 

By Seth Daniel

The Battle of Bunker Hill 
Parade is a huge undertaking, 
but only a small group of ded-
icated Townies put the grease 
to the machine each year to 
make it work, and this year the 
Committee said they have a great 
Parade ready for Sunday, June 11, 
that they hope will provide the 
structure to continue building in 
the coming years.

The Parade will step off at 
Hayes Square on Sunday, June 
11, at 12:30 p.m.

Participants will queue up 
on the surrounding streets, and 
after a ceremonial ribbon cutting 
with Mayor Martin Walsh and 
Chief Marshal Robert Beckwith - 
among others - the command will 
sound to move forward - start-
ing a procession that should last 
about two hours.

This year’s Parade has been 
dedicated to first responders, said 
Chair Arthur Hurley, and so it 
will have several nods to that 
throughout the route, including a 
tribute to Ensign Doherty - killed 
in action in World War II - at 
Doherty Park and also a tribute 
to the Vendome Hotel Firefighter 
victims near St. Francis de Sales 
Church. 

It is the 45th anniversary of the 
fire on June 17, and two victims 
were from Charlestown - includ-
ing Chief Marshal Beckwith’s 
brother, Tommy.

Most notable is the change 
in the route, something that 

was decided last month after 
many years of careful thought. 
The route will no longer wind 
through the smaller streets off 
of Main Street (such as Union, 
Washington and others), but will 
turn left onto Green Street in 
Thompson Square and proceed 
up to High Street. There it will 
take a right, skipping the Bartlett 
Street jog. A reviewing stand will 
be set up on the southern side of 
the Monument this year for the 
Parade to go by. Instead of cir-
cling the Monument, it will pass 
by the Stand and then end at the 
Training Field.

Hurley said there will be a 
great return of the Navy Band 
this year.

“We have a good group of 
militias and bands this year, and 
especially good is the Navy Band 
is back after a two or three year 
absence,” he said. “That is very 
good and very important. They 
really make the Parade.”

In addition on the music front, 
the Spartans Drum & Bugle 
Corps and the 7th Regiment 
Drum & Bugle Corps will be 
stepping the route to entertain 
everyone.

Hurley and fellow Committee 
member Bob Gillen said they 
have divided the Parade into five 
elements.

The first is the Chief Marshal’s 
contingent, and Beckwith - a for-
mer State Trooper from a family 
with deep roots in the Boston Fire 

By Seth Daniel

The stars of the Battle of Bunker 
Hill are well-aligned with history, 
and many folks are quite aware 
of who they are - especially in 
Charlestown.

Most are household names, 
reminding the Town of their pres-
ence in the names of streets and 
places and even businesses.

There’s Warren, Prescott and so 
many others.

But few have heard of the leader 
on the battlefield that day, Gen. 
Israel ‘Old Put’ Putnam - a decorat-
ed war hero from the French and 
Indian War who lived just over the 
line in Connecticut and rushed to 
Boston at a moment’s notice when 
he heard about the Colonial cause. 
Having been born in Salem and 
having ancestors who participated 
in the Witch Trials, he had deep 
roots in the colonies, but never 
took his place among the giants of 
the Revolution.

Most at the time of the Battle 
of Bunker Hill reported that he 

served valiantly, exhibiting brav-
ery and good leadership of the 
rag-tag Colonial militia groupings 
(there was not yet an organized 
Continental Army at the the time). 
However, more than 30 years later - 
and after his death - former Bunker 
Hill soldier Henry Dearborn, quite 
out of the blue, decided to dispar-
age Old Put’s good name publicly. 
Apparently, there had been whis-
pers among the veterans about 
his effectiveness, but no one ques-
tioned his good name publicly until 
Dearborn - in a tight race for gov-
ernor - used a Philadelphia news-
paper to bolster his gubernatorial 
campaign and forever besmirch the 
name of Old Put.

The controversy over Old Put’s 
role, his effectiveness and his brav-
ery raged for decades afterward 
among historians, veteran soldiers 
and even Old Put’s family. He 
never quite recovered from that, 
and despite being one of the first 
generals appointed by George 
Washington in the Continental 
Army later in the war, he never 

SPECIAL BUNKER HILL PARADE ISSUE
PAGES 7 -26 parade sunday @ 12:30

Bob Gillen (L) and Arthur Hurley (R) are the backbones of the Battle of 
Bunker Hill Parade Committee, and both said early this week that they 
have put together a nice parade for Sunday, June 11, and hope to build 
upon the effort next year.

‘Forward, March!’ Bunker Hill Parade
Committee ready for a great procession

 Common Man in Uncommon Role: ‘Old Put’ got a bad rap

Charlestown Pride Week finds new
entry with an old idea - a block party

(NEW IDEA  Pg. 22

(PUTNAM  Pg. 18)(PARADE COMMITTEE  Pg. 22)

General Israel Putnam was the 
leader of the Colonial resistance 
at the Battle of Bunker Hill, but is 
seldom remembered with the same 
grandeur as other characters in that 
battle and in the Revolution. Much 
of that has to do with an effort to 
besmirch him after his death during 
a heated Massachusetts gubernato-
rial campaign.
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The Allen Family - Raffi Berberian  - Andrew & Colleen Bixby - Sarah Blanchard - Morgan, Melissa & Jezzabelle Blum - Rosemary & Charles Boucher - The 
Bresler Family - Betty & Brian Brooks - Susan & George Bukuras - Brendan Carr - Aidan & Flynn Carroll - Cathleen Chardovoyne - Charlestown Mothers 
Association - Charlestown Nursery School - Charlestown Preservation Society - Coldwell Banker - Gerard F Doherty - Rick Dubard - EF Financial - Peter 

Elikann - Thomas & Ellen Fisher - The Flint Family - Friends of City Square Park - David, Laurie, Fay, & Ava Fortunato - The Garrity Family - Don 
Giambastiani - Chris Greenawalt - Pam & Charlie Harris - J. Robert & Arnita Harvey  James & Leslie Hauser - The Hayden Family - Jennifer & William 

Herlihy - Leigh Hurd - Susan Irving - Conrad & Toine Jaffe - Lincoln Jalelian & Kimberly Martone - Nancy Nichols Kearns - John & Laura Kheir - 
Rosemary Kverek - The Ladd Family - David L. Lucchino & Family - John MacDonald - Leo & Celeste McGraham - Harry McShane - Steven & Carol Mayer  
Jonathan Mazzarella - The Morelli Family - Linda Moroni  James O. Newman - Marjorie O’Malley - Ted & Helyn Oatis - Jane & Eric Philippi - Jane Reitz & 

Family - Nancy Roth & Family - Janet Rountree - Tom & Carolyn Sartory - Helen Chin Schlichte - Dr & Mrs Neil Schram - Tom Slaman & Ken Stone - Jason 
& Callie Slocum - Jennifer Smartt - Debra Sordillo - Annette Tecce - Jill Thompson - Irma Vanderpool - Robert Yacubian 

In Memory of: Christopher M. Morrison - William Michael Pittman - Ann Emily Silveri - Louis Daniel Silveri - Daniel Settana

Thank You! 
The Friends of the John Harvard Mall Initiative is grateful for the wonderful support from our community and the City of Boston. With 

your help, we achieved our goal of enhancing the John Harvard Mall for all of Charlestown.  With special thanks to our donors:

Please join The Friends of the John Harvard Mall Initiative to help with park programming and maintenance.  
$25 membership fee (tax deductible) can be sent to Harvard Mall Initiative, PO Box 290432, Charlestown, MA 02129

Historic Throw of Charlestown

These historic Charlestown throw blankets 
feature buildings & parks in Charlestown & would 
make a wonderful  gift! Proceeds from the sale of 

these throws will be used for painting of the 
outside of St. John’s Parish House.  

Available at The Coop Bank on Main St. or by calling 617-242-1272.
 The price is $65 in cash or a check made out to St. John’s Church.  

PUTNAM(from pg. 7)

frequently writes for the Journal 
of the American Revolution, wrote 
a piece on the subject last August, 
and he told the Patriot Bridge in 
an interview last week that Old 
Put likely got a raw deal as he 
viewed it.

“I do think Israel Putnam is not 
very well understood by the public 
in general today,” he said. “Some 
of that is the result of things that 
took place in the 19th Century 
that poisoned the well for him. 
He had a better reputation from 
his contemporaries than he does 
from history…I think Putnam had 
courage. That’s one of the biggest 
things Dearborn accused him of. I 
think that is positively not right. 

He displays personal courage in 
the French and Indian War several 
times. When the Battle of Bunker 
Hill was being fought, he rode 
over the Charlestown Neck six or 
seven times under heavy enemy 
fire. I really think he should be bet-
ter remembered and should receive 
more credit for things that he did.”

What Putnam did was inherit 
a group of rag-tag soldiers who 
were not united under any flag and 
weren’t part of any army. However, 
when he showed up, that force of 
resistance began to follow him as 
he was the most senior officer in 
the Town. He immediately began 
to test the British, Procknow said, 
being bold enough to march a 

detachment of the militia over to 
Charlestown and parade up Main 
Street in defiance of the British 
and under their watchful eyes and 
guns. It was a bold move, and not 
one that a coward would have 
made, he said.

The problem in the Battle of 
Bunker Hill for Putnam was that 
there was no plan and no chain 
of command. Most did what they 
wanted to do, and it left Putnam 
riding back and forth trying to 
encourage the militias and unite 
them under one cause.

It was not a good situation, 
and Procknow said it was quite 
impressive that things turned out 
so well for the Colonials, even 

though they lost - having inflicted 
severe casualties on the British. 
Many of those fighting were sim-
ply looking to protect their own 
interests, their own land, and 
didn’t have the same high-mind-
ed cause as the leaders.

“The chain of command 
wasn’t all that clear,” he said. “It 
wasn’t like later in the war with 
lieutenants, captains and lead-
ership that went up the chain 
of command clearly. It was a 
confusing battlefield from that 
standpoint…They didn’t have a 
great plan in place. This was not 
a well-oiled machine that Putnam 
was leading. It was a question-
able group.”

While no one criticized him at 
the time, Dearborn - who served 
on the Rail Fence at Bunker Hill 
- laid upon the fact that Putnam 
was often nowhere to be found, 
riding back and forth to try to 
organize the forces. Dearborn 
believed that he was simply try-
ing to avoid the fighting. He 
claimed that Putnam was preoc-
cupied with building a fortifica-
tion on Bunker Hill while fierce 
fighting took place on Breed’s 
Hill. He also roundly criticized 
him for not sending re-inforce-
ments when they were needed 
from his detachment. Instead, 
he sent them on other errands, 
and they never returned to fight. 
Dearborn, and later others, 
claimed the Colonials could have 
won had Putnam showed more 
courage and leadership, seen run-
ning around more with a shovel 
than a musket.

Oddly enough, many quickly 
agreed, and a whole other set 
came to Putnam’s aid.

Procknow said he believes 
Putnam wasn’t cowardly, and 
doesn’t believe Dearborn did the 
right thing especially since he was 
easily defeated in the election for 

Massachusetts governor - leaving  
the most lasting piece of that 
election to be the criticism of 
Putnam.

“I give Putnam a little more 
slack than most people because 
of the situation,” he said. “I think 
he gets unfairly criticized because 
of this. At the end of the day, I 
think he really tried to make the 
best of a bad situation."

That said, the debate still rages 
on in the circles of historians 
who analyze Bunker Hill, and 
the matter is still not settled by 
any means despite Procknow’s 
most recent writings in favor of 
Putnam.

And therefore, Old Put’s place 
in history never materialized 
the way it did for Washington, 
Warren and Thomas Jefferson. 
He is largely forgotten, and 
Procknow said it has a lot to do 
not only with the controversy, 
but also his station in society.

“I think the other thing that 
generally worked against him was 
he wasn’t part of the landed gen-
try,” he said. “He was wealthy in 
Connecticut, but not really in 
Boston. He was a common per-
son in an uncommon role...He 
was a farmer in Connecticut. He 
didn’t have any schooling. His 
letters, if you read them, have 
spelling that is very inventive and 
he wasn’t very literate.”

Despite his besmirched charac-
ter, one thing can’t be taken away 
from Putnam, and that is he led 
the forces that shocked the world 
at the time. The Battle of Bunker 
Hill is remembered because a dis-
organized group of men inflicted 
severe casualties on the British 
Army, including many of its top 
officers.

And the man at the head of 
that resistance on June 17, con-
troversy or not, was Gen. Israel 
Putnam.


